Greetings Highlands Latin Nashville families, we want to update you on our
opening plans for the start of the school year on August 17th. Of course, all of us would
prefer to be approaching August 2020 as if it were 2019. A year ago, we had never
heard of Covid-19. We went to sporting events and church and family gatherings
without a thought. But we no longer find ourselves in these circumstances.
HLN is entering its fifth year because a growing number of families in Middle
Tennessee desire to home educate their children within the classical Christian tradition
and have found a partner in Highlands. Just as HLN has partnered with families to
provide excellent classical education the previous four years, so also we will continue to
provide this excellent classical education this year.
The circumstances of Highland’s deliberation regarding moving to a virtual
platform were these:
•

We were patient over the summer, in hopes of seeing an improvement in the
situation and made an effort not to inundate families with changing plans and
proposals.

•

Now that the opening of school is within sight, the situation in our city has not
improved.

•

The protocols for staff and student safety are beyond our capacity to implement.
There are multiple teachers with high-risk considerations.

•

In addition, the legal risks are beyond our capacity to entertain.

•

Finally, educating our students has always been our central focus. It became
obvious as the summer progressed that our attention was being consumed by
figuring out how to respond to the pandemic. To provide the education we have

promised our families, our attention must be turned to students, teachers, and
parents.
For these reasons, and many others, HLN will open virtually on August 17th. We
are saddened that we cannot meet face to face. As teachers, our preferred place is in
the classroom with students. As we have come to realize, meeting face to face is a
privilege that we will appreciate all the more in the future. Although we may be weary of
screens, we instead are filled with gratitude that there is a means by which we can
continue to connect teachers and students.
In order to accomplish this, we are working with teachers on a plan to provide
primarily live classes for all ages on Zoom. Details will be released as they are
available. Our goal for 4th through 12th grades is to keep Monday and Thursday
classes on their respective days and times. Our Kindergarten through third grade
classes may move to alternate days to help accommodate families with students of
multiple ages. We appreciate your patience. It will be necessary for all of us to stay
flexible as plans may need to be modified as the year unfolds.
Perhaps you may be asking—when will be able to meet in person? We do not
know. Right now that option is out of our hands. While we don’t know what this school
year will look like--we do know what students will learn. Some will begin their study of
Latin while others will complete the Latin Grammar. Some will memorize Horatius at the
Bridge. Some will learn to read, or to write in cursive. Four will be completing their high
school education, and graduating in May. Further, we know that HLN will continue on-next year, and five years from now, and more. We appreciate your partnership in the
long vision that is Highlands Latin Nashville.
For all of these reasons and more, HLN is committed to being your educational
partner. Students, just as your parents have had to shift in their work, in their plans, and
in their rhythms, now it is your turn. Like King Henry, in his St. Crispin’s Day speech, we
ask you: what will be remembered about you? We believe that you will be remembered
as students who pulled together when it was hard, as a band of brothers, who looked,
not only at their current circumstances, but beyond them as well. Parents, we believe
that you will be remembered for your tenacity to educate your children, and for modeling
courage in the face of the unknown.

Here is what the next few weeks will look like:
•

We will be communicating our opening week plan as soon as possible.

•

Teachers will be reaching out to parents and students via email regarding their
classes.

•

And, orientation will remain on Thursday night, August 13th at 6:30 and will take
place with Directors via Zoom. We are looking forward to seeing each of you!
There will be time afterward for new families to ask questions about starting at
HLN.
In closing, we sincerely thank you for your support during this time. If there are

any two people who did not expect to lead a school under these circumstances, it is us.
But, these are the times we have all been given. Together we will walk with you,
faithfully and joyfully, into the days ahead.
Sent to all enrolled families via newsletter video on July 28th, 2020.

