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“Many people OVERESTIMATE 
what they can do in one 
year, and UNDERESTIMATE 

what they can do in five.”





Festina lentē

Make haste, slowly.



1. Latin is the next step in language arts after phonics. 

2. One-half of English words come from Latin. 

3. Latin provides the root words for all of the modern 
sciences. 

4. Latin is the language of law, government, logic, and 
theology. 

5. Latin is the most efficient way to learn English grammar. 

6. Latin is the best preparation for learning any foreign 
language. 

7. Latin trains and develops the mind. 

8. Latin is the best unit study. 

9. Latin is transformative. 

10. Latin is the mother tongue of western civilization.





English  
grammar  

is  
concealed.



Create a sentence 
using these 5 words:

the
boy

girl

loves

the



Which sentence did 
you make?

The boy loves the girl. 

The girl loves the boy. 

Why?



In the English 
language, 

grammatical function 
is determined by a 
word’s location in a 

sentence.



What were our two 
choices for the subject 

in our example? 
(the, the, girl, boy, loves)

boy 
girl

Today’s focus: NOUNS.



What were our two 
choices for the direct 
object in our example? 

(the, the, girl, boy, loves)

boy 
girl



We have a problem: 
how do we know 

which noun to use? 
We don’t.



English nouns are 
not inflected. They 

do not contain 
clues that reveal 
their job in the 

sentence. 



Latin  
grammar  

is  
revealed.



Latin nouns are 
inflected. They 

contain clues that 
reveal their job in 

the sentence. 



What you are about 
to see one of the 
reasons we call 

Latin THE critical 
thinking skill.



Let’s learn  
some Latin!

Sample: The boy loves the girl.



Surprise!

There are 10 ways to say “boy/s” and 
10 ways to say “girl/s.” 

- Inflected nouns have CASE ENDINGS—
what we’d think of as a suffix.  

- CASE ENDINGS tell us the job of the 
noun in the sentence.



Latin is a language of 
stems and endings. 



The 10 ways to say 
“boy/boys”

Case/Number Singular Plural

Subject puer pueri

“of”/Possessive pueri puerorum

Indirect Object puero pueris

Direct Object puerum pueros
in/by/with/from, 

Preposition puero pueris



Case/Number Singular Plural

Subject puer pueri

“of”/Possessive pueri puerorum

Indirect Object puero pueris

Direct Object puerum pueros

in/by/with/from, 
Preposition puero pueris



Latin is a language of 
stems and endings. 



The 10 ways to say 
“girl/girls”

Case/Number Singular Plural

Subject puella puellae

“of”/Possessive puellae puellarum

Indirect Object puellae puellis

Direct Object puellam puellas
in/by/with/from, 

Preposition puella puellis



Case/Number Singular Plural

Subject puella puellae

“of”/Possessive puellae puellarum

Indirect Object puellae puellis

Direct Object puellam puellas

in/by/with/from, 
Preposition puella puellis



Latin is a language of 
stems and endings. 



Let’s build our 
sentence!



The boy loves the girl. 
We need: BOY  

- What case/job? 

- SUBJECT 

- What number 
(sing/plural)?  

- SINGULAR

We need: GIRL 

- What case/job? 

- DIRECT OBJECT 

- What number (sing/
plural)?  

- SINGULAR



The 10 ways to say 
“boy/boys”

Case/Number Singular Plural

Subject puer pueri

“of”/Possessive pueri puerorum

Indirect Object puero pueris

Direct Object puerum pueros
in/by/with/from, 

Preposition puero pueris



Singular subject 
BOY = puer



The 10 ways to say 
“girl/girls”

Case/Number Singular Plural

Subject puella puellae

“of”/Possessive puellae puellarum

Indirect Object puellae puellis

Direct Object puellam puellas
in/by/with/from, 

Preposition puella puellis



Singular direct object 
GIRL = puellam

Singular subject  
BOY = puer



Typical word order for 
a Latin sentence: 

Subject + Direct Object + Verb



The boy loves the girl.  

Puer puellam amat. 

(amat - third person singular  
“he/she/it loves”)



The girl loves the boy.  

Puella puerum amat. 

(amat - third person singular  
“he/she/it loves”)



The boy loves the girl.  

Puer puellam amat. 

The girl loves the boy.  

Puella puerum amat.



Who knows what this is?



This is how we make English 
grammar “revealed.”

boy loves girl

The

the

The boy loves the girl.



Puer amat puellam

Puella amat puerum

You can diagram in Latin, but it’s 
entirely unnecessary. 



The words  
themselves  
tell you  

all you need  
to know. 



One warning:  
If you learn Latin you’ll 

need to get used to 
saying and hearing the 

phrase,  
“Oh, yeah! Now I get that!”





Grades 2-4 

Prima Latina 

Grades 3-6  

Latina Christiana 

Grades 5 + 

First Form Latin 

High School 

First Form Latin (slower pace) 
or Henle 1 (faster pace)

Where 
do I 
begin?



To experience a 
sample First Form 
Latin lesson, visit: 

Memoria Press 
Booth 807 

4:00 PM today



www.nashvillelatinschool.com/ttd 


